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opponent of the war, and Karl Kautsky, the great
Marxian scientist, and I kept them informed of the
feeling of the anti-war groups in south-western Ger-
many. Kautsky, by the end of 1915, had declared
in the magazine Neue %dt that the minority within
the Socialist parliamentary group could no longer be
mute but had to vote openly against the next motion
for war credits. The result was that on March 24,
1916, twenty Socialist members of the Reichstag voted
against the credits. Haase, as the speaker of this
minority, justified this attitude. We all agreed with
this step, although it broke the unity of the Social
Democratic group in the Reichstag. Was not the
parliamentary platform the only place in the country
where something like free speech was possible ? But
intolerance ruled the hour. The twenty members
were expelled from the Socialist parliamentary group,
and they formed a separate bloc.
The intolerance of the Majority Socialists was
reflected also in the party meetings in Frankfurt and
elsewhere. We were deprived, by the action of the
majority group, of any opportunity for free discussion.
The majority had decided to have their leader,
Philipp Scheidemann, come to Frankfurt to defend
their viewpoint. Thereupon we had invited the
Reichstag deputy Ewald Vogtherr, one of the twenty
anti-war men. When the meeting opened, we pro-
posed to grant Vogtherr the same time as Scheide-
mann. The motion was put to the meeting and the
vote convinced us that we had a majority. But the
chairman refused to count the votes and declared
the majority in favour of hearing only Scheidemann.
At that time the bulk of the opposition to the war
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